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most generally by using the word * life'; but we must seek to
analyse its meaning a little further, if possible.
In the first place, the living being is an organism; that is to
say, it works as a unity, and the whole is more than the sum of
the parts. Each part behaves as if it knew what all the other
parts were doing. Let us suppose, for a moment, that the
chemist in his laboratory has succeeded in synthesizing a living
cell \ let us further suppose that a super-physiologist attempts
to construct out of these living cells an animal of sonic degree
of complexity. It baffles the imagination to conceive how he
could organize these cells so that certain of them would
specialize in one function, others in another. Yet this organ-
ization and specialization of function arc found very low in
the scale of living things. An animal is an accumulation of
living cells, but it is something more. Using the phrase of Sir
T. Percy Nunn, we may say that, at all its levels, the living
creature exhibits "unity in diversity." Although it may be
analysed, a subsequent synthesis of the products of analysis
would lack the essential element, this mysterious organization,
or "unity in diversity."
In the second place, the living organism is autonomous; it
is self-governed and directed from within, thus being free to
vary its responses. This does not mean that, it can escape from
the laws of its own nature; but it does mean that it can obey
these laws in a variety of ways, in much the same fashion us a
player of a game may scrupulously observe the rules and yet
show his initiative in choosing how he will obey them. It is
in this sense that a living organism is a self-directed agent.
Other outstanding characteristics of the living organism are
its power of growth by the assimilation of food and its power
of reproducing its own species. It also possesses what has been
called the power of self-maintenance; the organism has a cer-
tain stable bodily form which it seeks to preserve. Many of
the lower animals when injured regenerate their lost parts
and recover their normal form in the most wonderful way.
Although man cannot grow again a lost limb, he has by no
means entirely lost this power of self-maintenance, which is
manifest in the healing of wounds and the recovery from disease.